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AIR DISTRICT COLLECTS $143,000 FROM VALERO REFINING COMPANY 
Settlement Resolves 20 Violations of Air Pollution Laws 

 
 

In a settlement agreement, the Bay Area Air Quality Management District has collected 
$143,000 from Valero Refining Company in Benicia.  The terms of the settlement 
require Valero to pay the District $93,000.00 in the form of a civil penalty and 
$50,000.00 in funds to be used by the District for an environmental project to be 
determined by the Air District. 
 
“This settlement resolves many significant violations,” said Air District Chief Executive 
Officer William Norton.  “Our mission is to protect public health and the Air District uses 
its enforcement authority and the assessment of civil penalties to deter violations of air 
pollution laws.  This settlement includes funding for an environmentally-based project 
to benefit the Benicia community.” 
 
The terms of this settlement resolve 20 Notices of Violations that were issued to 
Valero's Benicia Refinery and Huntway Refinery.  Fifteen of these Notices were issued 
for violations occurring at Valero's Benicia Refinery between June 2000 and November 
2001.  The remaining Notices were issued for violations occurring at Valero's Huntway 
Refinery between July and August 1999.  The air pollution laws violated were for excess 
emissions of hydrogen sulfides, particulate matter and volatile organic compounds—
which contribute to smog formation--as well as various operational and reporting 
requirements. 
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